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Training Purpose 

Indian Housing Block Grant (IHBG) [Formula] Funding 

Provided Under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) 

IHBG-CARES Grants

Training Purpose
Develop a practical understanding of the:
• IHBG-CARES program: Eligible Purpose and Activities

• PIH Notice 2020-05

• Abbreviated IHP/APR 

• FY 2020 IHP Amendment

• Documentation

• Reporting



CARES Act Background
• CARES Act (Public Law 116-136)
• Additional $200,000,000 in IHBG formula funding for eligible Indian tribes and TDHEs

• Prevent, prepare for, and/or respond to COVID-19

• Including maintain normal operations and fund eligible NAHASDA activities during recipient’s impact 
period

• Waive or specify alternative statutory/regulatory requirements

• facilitate or expedite the use of IHBG-CARES grant

• also applies to FY 2020 IHBG funds



Eligible Purposes
•Prevent, Prepare for, and/or Respond to COVID-19

•Including maintaining normal operations and funding eligible NAHASDA activities during 
recipient’s impact period

•Grant funds may be used to cover or reimburse allowable costs incurred by the recipient with 
non-Federal funds
• Provided the funds were used to prevent, prepare for, and/or respond to COVID-19

• Including reimbursing allowable costs incurred from January 21, 2020 and later

• date of first confirmed COVID-19 case in the US confirmed by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention



Eligible Purposes (Continued)

•All proposed activities be tied to one of the following three eligible purposes:
• Activities, Projects, or Programs to Prevent COVID-19

• Activities, Projects, or Programs to Prepare for COVID-19

• Activities, Projects, or Programs to Respond to COVID-19

•Activities, projects, or programs to maintain normal operations and fund eligible IHBG activities during the 
period that a recipient’s IHBG program is impacted by COVID-19
• also satisfy the purposes of the CARES Act

• COVID-19 impacts may have impacts on a recipient’s IHBG program that are immediate, short-term, and long-term in 
nature

• IHBG-CARES funds may be used to maintain normal operations now, during the COVID-19 national emergency, and 
after the COVID-19 national emergency

• Provided the recipient demonstrates that COVID-19 continues to impact its IHBG program



Eligible Activities
Examples, provided they meet one or more of the eligible CARES Act purposes. These descriptions are 
designed to provide general guidance to recipients and are not intended to limit the range of eligible 
IHBG-CARES grant activities that can be carried out.

•Activities eligible under IHBG provided those activities will prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
COVID-19;

•Activities that would prevent individuals from becoming homeless and rapidly rehousing homeless 
individuals; 

•Constructing structures that can serve as temporary emergency shelters, or converting existing 
facilities for this purpose, to ensure homeless persons are provided safe shelter and to minimize the 
risk of community spread;

•Providing short-term rental assistance to homeless persons in hotel/motels to minimize infection;

•Preparing staff and Board of Commissioners to conduct business in a remote working environment, 
and providing them with necessary supplies to carry out the IHBG program;

•Setting up web-based communication options for program participants and staff;



Eligible Activities (Continued)

Examples, provided they meet one or more of the eligible CARES Act purposes. These 
descriptions are designed to provide general guidance to recipients and are not intended to limit 
the range of eligible IHBG-CARES grant activities that can be carried out.

•Purchasing and distributing personal protective equipment (PPE) such as gloves, surgical masks 
and goggles, hand hygiene products, soap, paper towels, hand sanitizer, hand wipes, tissues, and 
thermometers;

•Purchasing and distributing cleaning products such as disinfectants, sanitizers, waste disposal 
supplies, and other supplies to disinfect homes of residents, common areas, and housing related 
public facilities and other public spaces like playgrounds;

•Working with resident groups to help educate residents on social distancing and other practices 
designed to minimize the risk of community spread;

•Providing units or other space for temporary quarantine purposes;



Eligible Activities (Continued)

Examples, provided they meet one or more of the eligible CARES Act purposes. These descriptions are designed to 
provide general guidance to recipients and are not intended to limit the range of eligible IHBG-CARES grant 
activities that can be carried out.

•Implementing policies, procedures and other measures to protect vulnerable populations;

•Revising the approval process for policies and procedures in order to limit person-to-person contact;

•Staff salaries including the salaries of employees who must shelter in place or are otherwise prohibited from 
interacting with community members;

•Temporary payment of tenant and homebuyer utilities;

•Installation of a lockbox or other method for collecting rent payments without the need for personal contact;

•Purchase of sanitation equipment;

•Emergency housing for health care workers;

•Purchase telehealth equipment to allow assisted residents access to health care providers from home;



Eligible Activities (Continued)

Examples, provided they meet one or more of the eligible CARES Act purposes. These descriptions are designed to 
provide general guidance to recipients and are not intended to limit the range of eligible IHBG-CARES grant 
activities that can be carried out.

•Construction of temporary or permanent isolation centers; 

•Acquisition, construction, conversion, or rehabilitation of a community facility for use as a temporary isolation 
center;

•Hazard pay for essential workers that are managing or maintaining units, or staffing emergency or isolation 
centers;

•Transportation costs of staff to perform IHBG program functions or assist tenants in accessing food, medical care, 
or prescriptions;

•Purchasing and distribution of water, groceries, prescriptions, and other items for quarantined families, Elders, 
Veterans, at-risk populations or disabled households;

•Purchase of beds or cots for isolation/quarantine centers;

•Supporting laundry facilities to assist residents with eliminating the spread of COVID-19;



Eligible Activities (Continued)

Examples, provided they meet one or more of the eligible CARES Act purposes. These 
descriptions are designed to provide general guidance to recipients and are not intended to limit 
the range of eligible IHBG-CARES grant activities that can be carried out.

•Provide essential housing services to shelter residents, including:
• childcare, education services, employment assistance, outpatient health services, legal services, mental 

health services, and transportation, provided such services are not duplicative of other Federally funded 
services.

•Using grant funding to pay for eligible IHBG operating costs
• Including those previously paid for using program income or non-program income but can no longer be 

paid due to a significant reduction in rent receipts



Abbreviated IHP/APR Form
•To receive the IHBG-CARES grant, must submit an Abbreviated IHP to the ONAP Area Office 
electronically (via email)

•You must click IHBG CARES checkbox in Section 1 in order to access the Abbreviated IHP

•Abbreviated IHP/APR
• Modified version of the regular IHP/APR

• Requesting less information 

• Amended certain data fields 

• Fillable PDF – open with free version of Adobe Acrobat reader

•Abbreviated Indian Housing Plan (IHP):
• how the IHBG recipient will carry out activities or projects that meet the requirements of the CARES Act

•If no FY 2020 IHP submitted: submit Abbreviated IHP
• may be required to submit additional information



Abbreviated IHP/APR Form (Continued)

Cover Page
NOTE: You must check the 

IHBG-CARES box to populate 
the Abbreviated IHP



Abbreviated IHP/APR Form (Continued)

Program 
Description



Abbreviated IHP/APR Form (Continued)

Sources of 
Funding



Abbreviated IHP/APR Form (Continued)

Uses of 
Funding



Abbreviated IHP/APR Form (Continued)

Uses of 
Funding



Abbreviated IHP/APR Form (Continued)

IHP 
Certification



Abbreviated IHP/APR Form (Continued)

Tribal 
Certification



Abbreviated IHP/APR Form (Continued)

Wage Rate 
Certification



Abbreviated IHP/APR Form (Continued)

Audits



Duplication of Benefits
•Before expending IHBG-CARES grant funds on any eligible activity, recipient must conduct a 
duplication of benefits analysis

•Ensure that no insurance proceeds or other financial assistance has been received or is available 
to pay costs INTENDED TO BE charged to the IHBG-CARES grant

•Recipient retains a copy of the duplication of benefits analysis for monitoring purposes



Reimbursement of Costs
•IHBG-CARES grant funds may cover or reimburse any 
• eligible and allowable costs

• to Prevent, Prepare for, and/or Respond to COVID-19

• paid by the IHBG recipient with other non-Federal funds, and

• dating from January 21, 2020 and later (date of first confirmed case of COVID-19)

•Section 1 of the Abbreviated IHP/APR identifies the date recipient began preparing for COVID-19

• There should be a program in the Abbreviated IHP/APR specific to reimbursement costs

•Unique Identifier (Line 1 of Section 3) must be titled COVID-19 reimbursement costs

• Recipients should maintain:
• start date documentation

• documentation to support any costs the recipient plans to reimburse with grant funding

• must show what is being reimbursed (must be non-federal funds, cannot be program income)



•The alternative requirements in Notice PIH 202-05 apply to FY2020 IHBG formula funds only
• Other years of IHBG formula funds can be used for COVID-19 purposes, but the alternative requirements do not apply

• Notify Area ONAP before using regular IHBG formula funds for COVID-19 purposes, and how much

• Area ONAP will move the identified amount of FY 2020 funds to the new COVID-19 Budget Line Item (BLI) in LOCCS

• Recipient can then select the COVID-19 BLI when in LOCCS to pay for COVID-19 activities

• PIH Notice 2020-06 describes FY2020 IHBG amendment requirements and how to reprogram FY 2020 IHBG funds

• Amendments don't have to be submitted before using funds for COVID-19 purposes, but you must notify Area ONAP 
before using funds so that they can move the funds to the COVID-19 BLI

•Investment Funds
• If recipient has invested FY 2020 funds, invested funds can be used for COVID-19 purposes with the alternative 

requirements

• ONAP to provide more guidance on tracking and reporting of invested FY 2020 funds

Use of FY 2020 IHBG for COVID-19



COVID-19 BLI



FY 2020 IHP Amendment
IHP Amendment in EPIC or the PDF includes one or more programs that include:

•Unique Identifier (Line 1a (EPIC) or Line 1 (PDF) of Section 3): The Unique Identifier must be
• COVID-19 Prevention

• COVID-19 Preparation and/or 

• COVID-19 Response 

•Families to Be Served (Line 6 of Section 3): A separate program must be included for each type 
of family being served 
• Low-Income Native American Families

• Non Low-Income Native American Families or Non-Native Families.  



Abbreviated IHP Review
•Determine if Abbreviated IHP complies with the CARES Act and NAHASDA

•Will be done as quickly as possible. Notice anticipates the review will take no more than 15 
days after receipt of a complete Abbreviated IHP

•If IHP is noncompliant
• Recipient will be asked to revised and resubmit ASAP

• Area ONAP will provide technical assistance to modify Abbreviated IHP, as appropriate
• Ensure compliance with the CARES Act

•Abbreviated IHP may be amended to adjust any planned eligible activities or programs
• activities or programs must be eligible



Grant Agreement and Award Letter
•After Abbreviated IHP is found in compliance

•Area ONAP emails the recipient an award letter and grant agreement package to sign and return 
via email
• Grant agreement package

• Grant Agreement

• Grant Addendum

•Grant agreement is signed, scanned, and sent back to Area ONAP electronically

•Recipient maintains all documents with wet signatures in their records

•Funds available in LOCCS once the fully executed grant agreement is returned and processed by 
HUD



Reporting Requirements
•Quarterly Federal Financial Reports (SF-425)
• account for the receipt and disbursement of grant funding
• IHBG CARES will be reported cumulatively for the life of the grant 

•Abbreviated Annual Performance Report (APR) (Form: HUD-52735)
• information regarding recipient expenditure of grant funding
• separate from IHBG Formula APR
• covers the recipient’s typical reporting period
• due to Area ONAP within 90 days of the end of the recipient’s program year unless otherwise specified

•Additional CARES Act Reporting: Recipients of $150,000 or more in IHBG-CARES funding must submit a soon to 
be developed OMB form
• amount of funds received
• amount of funds obligated or expended for each project or activity
• detailed list of all such projects or activities, including a description of the project or activity
• detailed information on any subcontracts or subgrants awarded by the recipient. 

•Data to be reported is identified on the following slides and are subject to change as COVID-19 evolves



Reporting Requirements
Abbreviated APR (continued)

(1) Total amount of IHBG-CARES grant funding received from HUD.

(2) Total amount of IHBG-CARES grant funding that was expended or obligated during the tribal 
program year to:

◦ (a) prevent COVID-19
◦ (b) prepare for COVID-19; or
◦ (c) respond to COVID-19

(3) List of all activities for which IHBG-CARES grant funds were expended or obligated under each of 
the above eligible purpose categories, including:

◦ (a) the type of the activity;
◦ (b) a description of the activity, including whether the activity is:

◦ (i) eligible under the IHBG program; or
◦ (ii) an eligible activity pursuant to a waivers and alternative requirement set forth in PIH Notice XXXXX 

related to prevention, preparation for, and response to COVID-19.



Reporting Requirements
Abbreviated APR (continued)

(c) an explanation of how the activity addresses one or more of the eligible purposes identified 
in (2), above;

(d) an evaluation of the completion status of the activity;

(e) an estimate of the number of eligible families that were assisted by this activity, including 
the number of low-income Indian families, non-low-income Indian families, and non-Indian 
families that were assisted by the activity; and

(f) the name of the person to contact at the Tribe or TDHE if there are concerns with or 
questions about the activity.



IHBG Waivers
The following statutory and regulatory waivers are authorized in PIH Notice 2020-05

Indian Housing Plan (IHP) Submission Deadline for Annual IHBG Formula Grants

Section 101(b) and 102(a) of NAHASDA; 24 CFR §§ 1000.214, 1000.216, 1000.225

• Alternative requirement established for recipients with due dates in mid-January 2020 and 
mid-April 2020

• New due date of October 16, 2020



IHBG Waivers (Continued)

Income Verification

24 CFR § 1000.128

• Alternative requirement established that allows recipients to deviate from written admission 
and occupancy polices to verify income less frequently

• Can carry out intake and other tasks remotely



IHBG Waivers (Continued)

Annual Performance Report (APR) Submission Deadline 

Sections 403 and 404 of NAHASDA; 24 CFR § 1000.514

• Alternative requirement for recipients whose APRs were originally due at the end of         
March 2020 and June 2020

• New due dates of June 28, 2020, and September 27, 2020 respectively



IHBG Waivers (Continued)

Public Health Services 

Section 202(3) of NAHASDA

• Alternative requirement established to allow for funds to be used to carry out a wide range of 
public health services under this category of eligible activities

• Eligible uses include:
• providing testing, diagnosis or other related services to residents;

• establishing a fixed or mobile location to conduct testing and treatment;

• paying for necessary equipment, supplies, and materials, including personal protective equipment

• meals/food delivery to those sheltering in place



IHBG Waivers (Continued)

COVID-19-related Assistance to Non-Low Income and Non-Native Families

Section 201(b) of NAHASDA; 24 CFR §§ 1000.104, 1000.106, 1000.108, 1000.110; 1000.312, 
1000.314, 1000.318

• Alternative requirements are established under the understanding that otherwise ineligible 
families are being assisted in order prevent the spread of COVID-19

• Recipients can temporarily house any individuals, regardless of Indian status or income level in 
tribally owned units or privately owned units

• Other eligible activities include providing masks, medical testing kits, food preparation, and 
cleaning/decontamination



IHBG Waivers (Continued)

Useful Life

Section 205 of NAHASDA; 24 CFR §§ 1000.141, 1000.142, 1000.143, 1000.144, 1000.146, 
1000.147

• Affordability and useful determination not required at this time for specific items

• Applies to clean up units or use as temporary housing during COVID-19 outbreak



IHBG Waivers (Continued)

Total Development Cost (TDC) Limits

24 CFR §§ 1000.156, 1000.158, 1000.160, 1000.162

• HUD is waiving the requirements relating to limitations on cost or design standards and TDC 
with respect to dwelling and non-dwelling units

• Recipient may exceed the current TDC maximum by 20 percent without HUD review or 
approval, and exceed 20 percent with HUD approval

• Must be for purpose of to prevent, prepare for, and respond to COVID-19



IHBG Waivers (Continued)

Prohibition Against Investment of CARES Act Grant Funds

Section 204(b) of NAHASDA; 24 CFR § 1000.58 

•HUD is prohibiting the investment of any IHBG funding provided under the CARES Act



Technical Assistance 

Please contact your ONAP Area Office for technical assistance.



General COVID-19 Resources
ONAP COVID-19 Recovery Programs website: 
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/ih/Covid_Recovery

IHBG-CARES Waivers and Alternative Requirements, PIH Notice 2020-
5: https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/PIH2020-
05.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

ONAP website, including updated COVID-19 related Frequently Asked Questions: 
https://www.hud.gov/codetalk

HUD COVID Resources and Fact Sheets: https://www.hud.gov/coronavirus

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/ih/Covid_Recovery
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/PIH2020-05.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.hud.gov/codetalk
https://www.hud.gov/coronavirus


IHBG-CARES Implementation Training

Conclusion and Wrap Up

Questions?

Comments?


